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    Slavery, Racism, and Abortion: Fruits of Evil 

 
Slavery in one form or another has existed throughout history. It is estimated that there are more 

than 27 million people in the world who are subject to some form of slavery including forced 

labor, sex trade, inheritable property, human trafficking, etc. Christian should be speaking out 

and taking action against the sin of slavery and the related sins of racism and abortion. All three 

are human rights violations and oppose the dignity of human life. The Bible has something to say 

about all three. 

 

Economic and racial slavery are different. The Bible does not specifically 

condemn economic slavery although racial slavery is clearly unbiblical. The Bible “gives 

instructions on how slaves should be treated (Deuteronomy 15:12-15; Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 

4:1), but does not outlaw slavery altogether. Many see this as the Bible condoning all forms of 

slavery. What many fail to understand is that slavery in biblical times was very different from the 

slavery that was practiced in the past few centuries in many parts of the world. The slavery in the 

Bible was not based exclusively on race. People were not enslaved because of their nationality or 

the color of their skin. In Bible times, slavery was based more on economics; it was a matter of 

social status. People sold themselves as slaves when they could not pay their debts or provide for 

their families. In New Testament times, sometimes doctors, lawyers, and even politicians were 

slaves of someone else. Some people actually chose to be slaves so as to have all their needs 

provided for by their masters.”
1
 

The Bible teaches that man is made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27).  Further, Exodus 21:16 

states, “Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when he is caught must 

be put to death.” Moreover, 1 Timothy 1: 8-10 affirms that slave-traders are among those who 

are “ungodly and sinful” and are in the same category as those who kill their fathers or mothers, 

murderers, adulterers and perverts, liars and perjurers. The practice of slavery and trafficking is 

abhorrent to God. Moreover, the Bible teaches that all are equal before God in Galatians 3:28. 

“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 

are all one in Christ Jesus.” Although economic slavery is described in the Bible, it is not 

prescribed for practice. The scriptures also teach that it was the scattering of people at the Tower 

of Babel that led to different people groups, languages, and characteristics that to this day are 

used by sinful people to divide groups against each other, including “race.” 

 

The worldwide slavery of the past few centuries was often based 

exclusively on race. In the United States, many black people were considered slaves 

because slave owners truly believed black people to be inferior human beings. The Bible 

condemns race-based slavery in that it teaches that all men are created by God and made in His 

image (Genesis 1:27). Racial slavery is never condoned in the Bible as prescriptive. The 

                                                           
1
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abolitionist movement against racial slavery was led by Christians in England (William 

Wilberforce) and Christians in America during the 19
th

 century, and was a contributing factor 

regarding the US Civil War and the Emancipation Proclamation. Many in the southern states had 

conflated economic and racial slavery to justify their selfish economic interests. Clearly, their 

arguments were biblically unsound with respect to human equality. They attempted to use 

economic arguments of private property and political arguments of sovereignty to justify the 

unbiblical treatment of fellow human beings. It was a national sin.   

Christianity and Islam take opposite sides on the issue of slavery. 
Mohammed clearly took slaves as plunder, had sex slaves, and had 13 wives, despite saying that 

other Muslims could only have four wives (Sura 4:3).
2
 Mohammed was also permitted to have 

sexual relations outside of his marriages with sexual slaves.
3
 The Qur’an instructs Muhammad 

that Allah has given him girls as sex slaves, “Prophet, We have made lawful to you the wives to 

whom you have granted dowries and the slave girls whom God has given you as booty.” (Sura 

33:50) Sura 2:223 instructs Muslims that women are a field to be plowed, “Your women are your 

fields, so go into your fields whichever way you like.” The Qur’an commands in Sura 8:69, "But 

(now) enjoy what ye took in war, lawful and good" a reference to war booty, of which slaves 

were a part. The Muslim slave master may enjoy his "catch" because (according to verse 71) 

"Allah gave you mastery over them."  Sura 2:178 instructs, "O ye who believe! Retaliation is 

prescribed for you in the matter of the murdered; the freeman for the freeman, and the slave for 

the slave, and the female for the female." The message of this verse, which prescribes the rules 

of retaliation for murder, is that all humans are not created equal. The human value of a slave is 

less than that of a free person (and a woman's worth is also distinguished from that of a man.
4
 

The Bukhari Hadith (41.598)  states that slaves are property. They cannot be freed if an owner 

has outstanding debt, but they can be used to pay off the debt. The Bukhari Hadith (34:351) also 

states that Muhammad sold a slave for money, therefore confirming Mohammed was a slave 

trader. 

Conversely, Jesus had no wives, no slaves, traded no slaves, taught that male and female were 

equal in the eyes of God, and took no plunder as He never led an army of conquest and predation 

as Mohammed did. The differences between Jesus of the Bible and Mohammed of the Qur’an are 

stark and contrasted in the texts they respectively cited as sacred. 

Islamic involvement in the slave trade has since endured for 14 centuries. It is estimated that 11 

million Africans were transported across the Atlantic Ocean, with 95% of slaves sent to 

Portuguese, Spanish, and French possessions and only 5% to the US.
5
 Approximately 28 million 

more were enslaved in the Middle East. The death toll from Islamic slave raids in Africa may 

have reached 112 million slaves over the 14 centuries.
6
 Yale historian David Brion Davis in his 

definitive 2006 history “Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New World” 

notes that “colonial North America…surprisingly received only 5 to 6 percent of all African 
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slaves shipped across the Atlantic.”
7
 Although slavery represents a dark underside of recorded 

history, it clearly has been prevalent throughout Islamic history, more pervasive in countries 

other than the US, and more prevalent within Islamic nations than Christian nations. 

Racism existed before Darwin’s Origin of Species, however the beliefs 

that logically flowed from the teaching of evolution made racism (and 

racial slavery) more acceptable. Darwin’s successor tome to Origin of Species was 

titled “The Descent of Man and Selection in Relation to Sex” first published in 1871, which 

applies evolutionary theory to human evolution, and details his theory of sexual selection, a form 

of biological adaptation using natural selection.  

Francis Galton was British and a half cousin of Charles Darwin. Galton loved the work of 

Darwin as it applied to humans and coined the term “eugenics” to describe the merits of human 

breeding. Eugenics enthusiasm migrated from England to America in the 1910’s when Charles 

Davenport, an ardent evolutionist, established the Eugenics Record Office at Cold Spring Harbor 

Laboratory in New York. Margaret Sanger, founder of Planned Parenthood, was an enthusiastic 

supporter of the eugenics movement, a committed racist, a member of the New York Marxist 

party, and founded “The Negro Project” in 1939 to restrict black people from reproducing. 

Eugenicists strongly espoused racial supremacy and "purity" particularly of the "Aryan" race. 

Eugenicists hoped to purify the bloodlines and improve the race by encouraging the "fit" to 

reproduce and the "unfit" to restrict their reproduction. Nazi Germany expanded on the eugenics 

movement that was born in England, inspired by the promotion of evolution ideas, migrated to 

America, and celebrated by American progressives who opposed the Bible while supporting 

racism. American progressives sought to contain the "inferior" races through segregation, 

sterilization, birth control, and abortion. 

The Bible teaches that abortion is wrong.  The Bible makes claims about 

objective truth and is clear about protecting the value of innocent life. It is also clear about the 

judgment that befalls a nation which sacrifices their young for personal reasons. The scriptures 

confirm that God knows the preborn child. "You knit me in my mother’s womb . . . nor was my 

frame unknown to you when I was made in secret" (Psalm 139:13-15). God also guides the 

preborn child. "You have been my guide since I was first formed . . . from my mother’s womb 

you are my God" (Psalm 22:10-11). God is also involved with the preborn "God… from my 

mother’s womb had set me apart and called me through his grace" (Galatians 1:15).  

God condemns the killing of the innocent, "They mingled with the nations and learned their 

works…they sacrificed their sons and their daughters to demons, and they shed innocent blood, 

the blood of their sons and their daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan, 

desecrating the land with bloodshed" (Psalm 106:35, 37-38). Child-sacrifice is also condemned 

in the Bible. This sin of child-sacrifice, in fact, is mentioned as a major cause that the kingdom 

of Israel was destroyed by the Assyrians, "They mutilated their sons and daughters by fire…until 

the Lord, in his great anger against Israel, put them away out of his sight" (2 Kings 17:17-18). 
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The Bible states that man was made in the image of God (Imago Dei) in Genesis 1:27, "So God 

created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 

created them." 

The Bible states that murder is wrong, "Thou shalt not murder" (Exodus 20:13.) The Bible 

teaches that God created the child in the womb, "For You formed my inward parts; You covered 

me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous 

are Your works, and that my soul knows very well" (Psalm 139:13-14). The Bible also informs 

us that John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his mother's womb, 

indicating personhood (Luke 1:15). In addition, the Greek word Huios means "son," but it is also 

used in Luke 1:36 to refer to John the Baptist's existence in the womb before birth, at six months. 

The Hebrew word yeled is usually used to refer to children (a child, a boy, etc.) however, it is 

used to describe a child in the womb in Exodus 21:22.
8
 In Genesis 25:22, the word yeladim 

(children) is used in reference to Rebecca's children struggling while still in her womb. Jeremiah 

1:5 states "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart, I 

appointed you as a prophet to the nations." 

The Bible teaches that we are to protect the weak and vulnerable who cannot protect themselves. 

Proverbs 31:8-9 states "Speak up for those who can't speak for themselves." The Bible is clear 

about our responsibility in Proverbs 24:10-12, "If you falter in a time of trouble, how small is 

your strength! Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward 

slaughter. If you say, “But we knew nothing about this,” does not he who weighs the heart 

perceive it? Does not he who guards your life know it? Will he not repay everyone according to 

what they have done?" 

Additional scriptures that support the argument for defending the vulnerable include: Psalm 

82:2-4, Proverbs 6:16-19, Proverbs 17:5, Proverbs 12:6, Deuteronomy 27:25, Deuteronomy 

19:10, Luke 17:2, Jeremiah 22:17, Proverbs 24:10-12, and  Isaiah 59:2-3. For those who defy 

God as the author of life and reject the admonition to protect the innocent and vulnerable, 

consideration should be given to Hebrews 4:13, "Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's 

eyes. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him to whom we must give 

account." Hebrews 10:31 also says, “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God.” 

Those favoring abortion are similar to those favoring racial slavery in 

justifying their sin for economic reasons. Abortion advocates argue that the 

unborn can be murdered if economic hardship ensues from the eventual birth of their child. This 

is called the mother’s right to choose. It would be a failed society if we eliminated people from 

life because they became "too expensive." In killing those that are “too expensive” we threaten 

the infirm, the aged, the disabled, the enfeebled, and the list goes on. This was the road of moral 

collapse that Nazi Germany followed.  

                                                           
8 http://www.konig.org/prolife.htm 



 

5 
 

Why do those who abort their children politically support those who encourage them to so? The 

answer is found in how much one values human life and their definition of who is God. Is the 

unborn a human life? "Abortion involves killing and discarding something that's alive. Whether 

it's right or not to take the life of any living being depends entirely upon the answer to one 

question: What kind of being is it? The answer one gives is pivotal, the deciding element that 

trumps all other considerations. If the unborn is not a human person, no justification for abortion 

is necessary. However, if the unborn is a human person, no justification for abortion is 

adequate."
9
  

The majority of the women obtaining abortions are poor, unmarried, 

belong to a minority, are poorly educated, have had an abortion 

before, and claim to be Christian. Approximately 20% of all US pregnancies end in 

abortion while the abortion rate for black pregnancies approaches 50%.
10

 According to the Alan 

Guttmacher Institute, (the nonprofit arm of Planned Parenthood) the overwhelming reasons for 

abortion are rooted in financial concerns, including concerns about personal responsibilities, 

belief that the mother can't afford the child, the child would interfere with school or employment, 

and the child would create relationship problems.
11

 50% of all abortions are performed on 

women between the ages of 15 and 24.
12

 85% of abortions are performed on women who aren't 

married.
13

 65% of women obtaining abortions are Protestant or Roman Catholic.
14

 Clearly, these 

are professing Christians who do not conform to the teaching of the book they say they follow. 

60% of abortions are done for women who are already mothers.
15

 

Approximately 60% of all abortions in the US are performed on blacks and Latinos while US 

taxpayers fund almost $500 million (approximately 50%) of Planned Parenthood revenues.
16

  

The US Government Accounting Office, GAO, published a report citing that approximately $1.3 

billion of federal funds given to Planned Parenthood between 2003 and 2008 could not be 

accounted for.
17

  

A recent study examined the high correlation between a high concentration of the minority 

population and the location of an abortion facility. The study states "... [there were] 116 ZIP 

codes with more than one [abortion or abortion-referral] facility. Of those, 84 were 

disproportionately black and/or Hispanic. What this means is that, when the American family 

planning industry places multiple facilities in a ZIP code, that ZIP code is more than two-and-a-

half times as likely to be disproportionately minority as not.”
18

 It is clear that abortionists target 

their market at minorities while the federal government is also subsidizing the industry that does 

so. Sadly, Sanger’s vision for Planned Parenthood has come to fruition with willing accomplices. 
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Moral relativism and evolutionary teaching are handmaidens in their 

support of slavery, racism, and abortion. Both represent significant reasons why 

slavery, racism, and abortion are plagues upon civilization.  Moral relativism is an intellectual 

disease born of opposition to biblical precepts. C.S. Lewis said "We laugh at honor and are 

shocked to find traitors in our midst. We castrate and bid the geldings be fruitful."
19

 Moral 

relativism afflicts our government policies, the US Supreme Court, the broader judicial 

environment, the educational establishment, the media, and increasingly, the American citizenry.  

The Bible says in Romans 6:23, “The wages of sin is death.” The Bible says God will judge the 

nations in Psalm 110:6, “He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead and crushing the rulers 

of the whole earth.” Isaiah 66:16 says, “The LORD will punish the world by fire and by his 

sword. He will judge the earth, and many will be killed by him.” Isaiah 45:7 says, “I form the 

light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these 

things.” Jesus said in Luke 23:28, “…do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your 

children.”  

Slavery, racism, and abortion are three abhorrent sins against God. Despite secular assertions that 

these are the sins of largely white and Christian western civilization, history shows that these sins 

are the work of many different people groups, many nations, many religions, and continue to the 

present day. It is clear that the religion of Islam bears significant culpability regarding global 

slavery for which support is found in the Koran and Hadith. It is also clear that the religion of 

secularism (and ethical framework of moral relativism) bears significant responsibility for 

abortion; China, Russia, and Vietnam are the top three nations in number of annual abortions.
20

 

Religious persecution is overwhelmingly committed against Christians throughout the world and 

Open Doors International confirms that the top persecutor of Christians in the world is North 

Korea (secular) followed by 14 different Islamic countries.
21

 Although racism is found 

throughout the world, India, Pakistan, and Russia top the list of the most racist nations.
22

 

The Bible, in contrast, teaches that slavery, racism, and abortion are the sins of fallen man and 

there will be consequences to those who engage in them and nations that support them. Personal 

and national repentance is the recommended course of action for remedy. Helping those in 

bondage to find freedom and forgiveness, bringing perpetrators of these crimes to justice, and 

educating the broader communities about biblical truth will go a long way to remind the world 

that true Christianity stands against slavery, racism, and abortion. 
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